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Figure 7 - Activities by Observatory
Figure 8 - General topics of the statistical data collected by Observatory



*ChildONEurope members that filled up the questionnaire: Belgium, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, Spain

° ChildONEurope Observers that filled up the questionnaire: Germany, The Netherlands
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After the European Network of National Observatories on Childhood (ChildONEurope) was formally
set up, all National Observatories, both members and observers, received a questionnaire aimed at
verifying which kind of data and information they gather and which kind of activities they carry out. 

The questionnaire was composed of 11 questions:

1.      Collection of statistical data
2.      Collection of legislative texts
3.      Availability of databases for the general public
4.      Existence of a library
5.      Publishing of periodical reviews
6.      Publishing of monographies on specific subjects
7.      Participation in international projects
8.      Creation of their own website
9.      Organisation of special events such as the celebration of Childhood Day
10.   Organisation of training activities at national level
11.   Provision of services to the public

the Italian National Childhood and Adolescence Documentation and Analysis Centre. Its aim was to
share the results of the processing of the questionnaires sent by the National Observatories of those
Network members (Belgium, Denmark, France, Spain, Italy, Portugal and Ireland) and observers
(Germany and the Netherlands) that sent the completed questionnaire to the Secretariat during the
Spring of 2003.
This report gathers these results together and present them with the help of graphics and summary
tables. The answers furnished by the National Observatories were processed at two different levels
of analysis: the first part offers a general overview of the data available in the Observatories of
ChildONEurope members, while the second part of the analysis presents an overview of the
information given by both ChildONEurope members and observers subdivided by kinds of activities. 

Concerning the first three questions of the questionnaire, it is possible to note that:1. the collection of statistical data is one of the most widespread activities among the
Observatories, in particular, concerning certain general subjects: demography, family, social policies
and social services. Normally such data derive from official statistical sources or from other
structures, while there is only a minority of National Observatories which produce their own statistical
data. With regard to the statistical data on specific subjects, those recurring most often are: child
abuse and violence, adoption and placement, child labour. On the first two subjects (child
abuse/violence, adoption/placement), there is a certain equilibrium in the data sources since the
Observatories use information coming from official sources, other structures and their own. On the
contrary, no Observatory produces its own data on child labour, but tend to resort to external 
level is concerned, the selection regards mostly Acts, binding and non binding, while not many
Observatories gather case-law.
them, the most frequent are those that gather statistical data, legislative texts, projects and services
aimed at children and adolescents.



majority of Observatories undertake most of the activities indicated in the questionnaire. Generally,
the kind of activities that recur more frequently are: the collection of statistical data, the presence of a
library, the publication of monographies on specific subjects, the participation in international
projects, the setting up of its own website and the organisation of special events concerning
childhood-related matters. Instead, the activities that are less frequent are the publication of
periodical reviews, the organisation of training activities and the provision of services available to the 

The last two tables are related to the general processing of the first part and they describe, in an
analytic way, the collection of statistical data in each Observatory. 

one hand, a point on which there is a much room for reflection and comparison and, on the other,
with regard to certain subjects, it is already possible to start a common analysis of the condition of
children and adolescents in ChildONEurope countries.
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dati propridati ufficialidati di altri centri
Demo 7 4 2
Education 5 1 3
Families 4 1 2
Justice 1 1 1
Health 4 2 3
Enviroment 4 5 6
Social policies 4 2 1
Social services 0 5 1

own data official datadata of other centres/institutions
Other 0 0 1 1
Environment   1 1 1 2
Justice 0 3 2 3
Health 0 2 4 4
Education and vocational training1 4 4 5
Social services 3 3 3 6
Demographical 1 4 3 7
Families  3 3 3 8
Social policies 4 4 4 9
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own data data of other centres/institutions

Child trafficking
Suicides

Child Labour

1
1

Child trafficking 2
Suicides 2
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Collecting statistical data
x x x x x x x

Collecting legislative texts
x x x

Creating databases available 
for the general public

x x x x x x

Setting up libraries
(a) x x x x (b)

Publishing periodical reviews
x x x x

Publishing monographies      
on specific subjects

x x x x x x x

Running international 
programs/projects

x x x x x x x

Setting up websites
x x x x x x x

Organizing special events
x x x x x

Organizing training activities  at 
national level

x x x x

Providing services to               
the public

x x x x

* The centre of France collects statistical data without specifying the general topics
(a) The childhood library is another service in the Ministry
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Germany NetherlandsFranceBelgium Denmark Ireland Italy Portugal Spain



(b) A documentation centre is available



Demographical Education Families Justice Health Enviroment Social policies Social services

Belgium
x x x x x

Portugal
x x x x x x x

Denmark
x x x x x

Italy
x x x x x x x

Spain
x x x x x x x x

Germany
x x x

* The centre of France does not specify the general topics; centres of Netherlands and Ireland do not collect statistical data in dedicated offices
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Child placement 
and adoption

Communication 
and media

Sport 
activities

Abuse, 
violence and 
exploitation Suicides Child labour

Child 
trafficking

Unaccompained 
and refugee 

children

Belgium
x

Portugal
x x x

Denmark
x x

France
x x x

Italy
x x x x x x x

Spain
x x x x x x

Germany
x x

*Centres of Netherlands and Ireland do not collect statistical data in dedicated offices

)LJXUH�����6SHFLILF�WRSLFV�RI�WKH�VWDWLVWLFDO�GDWD�FROOHFWHG�E\�2EVHUYDWRU\



