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In mid-February Minsk will welcome international and national experts in providing help for the children affected by violence

On February 15-17, 2012 the Third International Conference "Safe Belarus for Children" under the general heading "Partnership of the state and the civil society of Belarus for the development of the child protection system” will take place in Minsk.

During these three days the international experts and the representatives of non-governmental organizations, regional interdisciplinary teams, the Commission on juvenile delinquency, the Investigation Committee and the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the psychologists and other professionals, the university professors and journalists, the representatives of the government and public administration will discuss the promotion of the child protection system in the Republic of Belarus by improving the partnership between the state and the civil society.

The main objectives of the Conference are the following:

- Analysis and generalization of the interdisciplinary cooperation in 2010-2011;

- Informing the government officials, NGO and project participants on the status of the child protection system in Belarus;

- Improving the quality of care provision for children affected by violence through conducting trainings for professionals;

- Presentation of the results on the implementation of regional programs to protect children from violence;

- Introduction of the various models of organization of the interdisciplinary cooperation, aimed at improving the child protection system.

February 15, the day before the official opening of the Third International Conference, will be marked with the activity of the Training Institute for professionals. The main issue under discussion will be the interdisciplinary cooperation at different stages of work, for example, when interviewing the children, organizing the work of the Child Helpline or when conducting the preventive actions to forestall violence against children (based on Indian and British practices), etc.

On February 16-17, the activity of the Conference will be divided into three main parts: "Childhood without violence and atrocity"; the project "Partnership of the state and the civil society of Belarus for the development of the child protection system” - as the basis for the development of interdisciplinary cooperation to combat violence against children; the development of partnership between the state and non-governmental organizations based on a model of the interdisciplinary collaboration. Also during the conference there will be speeches delivered by the renowned Belarusian and foreign experts, such as David Wasley (UK), Veena Lakhumalani (India), Raul Heido (Estonia), Tamara Stepanova (Belarus), Vladimir Yanchuk (Belarus), Andrey Solodovnikov (Belarus), Olga Petrova (Belarus), Andrey Makhanko (Belarus) and others.

Date: February 15-17, 2012

Venue: Hotel "Planeta", Pobediteley Ave. 31, “White Hall”

------------------------------------------------

For further information, please contact:

Tel. +37517 259 4883, +37517 257 1212

E-mail: pr@ponimanie.org, office@ponimanie.org

